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CIDLD ABUSE, MALTREATMENT OR NEGLECT IN 
A DOMESTIC SETTING REGULATION 

New York State Law (Child Protective Service Act of 1973, as amended) provides 
for reporting of suspected cases ofchild abuse by school officials. These 
regulations are designed to implement this law within the district and to help 
protect students from the harmful effects ofchild abuse. 

Definitions 

The definition ofchild abuse and maltreatment is established by law. 

Abused Child, according to Social Services Law and the Family Court Act, is a 
child less than 18 years ofage whose parent or other person legally responsible 
for their care: 

a. 	 inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon such child physical injury by other 
than accidental means which causes or creates a substantial risk of death, 
or serious or protracted disfigurement, or protracted impairment of 
physical or emotional health or protracted loss or impairment of the 
function ofany bodily organ; or 

b. 	 creates oi; allows to be created a substantial risk of physical injury to such a 
child by other than accidental means which would be likely to cause death 
or serious or protracted disfigurement, or protracted impairment ofphysical 
or emotional health, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any 
bodily organ; or 
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In order for a report of educational neglect to be accepted, three elements need to 
be established: 

a. 	 Excessive absence from school by the child 

b. 	 Reasonable cause to suspect that the parent is aware or should 
have been aware of the excessive absenteeism and the parent has 

contributed to the problem or is failing to take steps to effectively 
address the problem, and; 

c. 	 Reasonable cause to suspect educational impairment or harm to 
the child or imminent danger of such impairment or harm. 

2. in providing the child with proper supervision or guardianship, by 
unreasonably inflicting or allowing to be inflicted harm, or a substantial 
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• 	 Nurse 
• 	 Social Worker 
• 	 Full or Part-time athletic coach 
• 	 Administrator 
• 	 Any school personnel required to hold a teaching or administrative license 

or certificate. 

Personnel have the right to request that information which would identify 
the individual making the report be withheld if furnishing such data might 
prove detrimental to the safety or interest of that individual. 

2. 	 The school official must also report the matter to the Building Principal 
who will determine if any additional steps need to be taken by the school 
district (for instance, contacting the school physician, social worker or 
other support services). 

3. 	 In the event that a school employee, who is not required to report under 
the law (such as a bus driver, custodian, cafeteria monitor, etc.), has 
reasonable cause to suspect that a child is abused or neglected, they are 
encouraged to make a report to the Central Register. The employee must, 
by district policy, report the matter to the Building Principal. 

4. 	 If the Building Principal is informed ofa case of suspected child abuse or 
maltreatment that has not yet been reported to the Central Register, the 
Building Principal is required to: 

I. 	 phone the New York 
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The school official will examine and verify the credentials of Child Protective 
Services worker(s) before allowing such worker(s) to either interview the child or 
to examine the child's records. If sexual abuse is indicated, the presence of a 
same-sex staff member during the interview is appropri ate. 

8. The Building Principal will request a summary report of the investigation 
of a case referred to Child Protective Services so the district can take 
appropriate next steps. 

9. 	 The district will maintain an ongoing training program which will address 
identification (�0.0287 Tc -339 Tc 10.9
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http://ocfa.ny.gov/main/cps



